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International Motor Boat Race. 
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QUEENSTOWN HAREOR, COUNTY CORK, IRELAND, WHERE MOTOR BOATS WILL RACE FOR HARMSWORTH CUP. 
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settle upon some one who will back the 
enterprise and to arrange for building the 
power boat in record time. 

According to a letter received by Mr. 
S. J. McIntosh, of the American Power 
Boat Association, from Linton Hope, sec- 
retary of the Marine Motor Association 
of Great Britain, which has the race 
for the Harmsworth trophy in its charge, 
the conditions for the race are surprising- 
ly ‘simple. The principal reason for this 
is the fact that motor boat races are 
somewhat of a novelty and that few 
racing rules for this sort of craft have 
yet been devised. The chief requirements 
for the boats competing for the cup will 
be a length of 40 feet over all, not in- 
cluding any projection of rudder or pro- 
peller. There will be no handicap, abso- 
lutely no limitation as to power, scant- 
ling or type of hull, in short, as Mr. 
Hope writes, “It is simply a question of 
the fastest boat winning.” Each country 
is allowed to send three boats to com 
pete for the cup, but they must be sent 
in the name of the organization repre- 
sentative of motor boat racing in that 
country, which, in case of the American 
boats, will be the American Power Boat 
Association. 

(More on another page.) 


English Patent for Mecedes 


Bonnets. 


In the British patent covering construc- 
tion of the Mercedes car the following 
claims are the most comprehensive: 

“(1) In motor vehicles the arrangement 
of a motor surrounded by a protecting 
box, a water cooler situated in the front 
wall of this box, and a ventilator situated 
underneath the body of the carriage in 
the back wall of the protecting box, sub- 
stantially as described and for the pur- 
pose set forth. (2) In motor vehicles the 
arrangement of a motor surrounded by a 
protecting box, a water cooler situated in 
the front wall of this box, and a flywheel 
for the motor situated underneath the 
body of the carriage in the back wall of 
the protecting box, said flywheel being 
provided with ventilator vanes on its cir- 
cumference, substantially as described and 
for the purpose set forth.” 

As British patents are issued without 
examination of the legal validity of claims 
it does not follow that the Cannstatt- 
Daimler people have an exclusive right 
to the completely boxed-‘n motor. 


George C. Cannon, of Harvard Univer- 
sity, has sold to a fellow student the 
steam racing machine with which he 
made such good records at Brighton 
Beach and Providence last summer. The 
best performance of this machine was a 
mile in I:01-1-5 at Providence last Sep- 
tember. Mr. Cannon is building a new 
racer which will be ready in June and 
which is expected to be an improvement 
in every respect over his last one. 
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Simple Form of Steam Engine for Self- 
Propelled Commercial Vehicles. 


BY WALTER L. BODMAN. 


Theoretically, steam is the only correct 
power available for such variable load 
work as road automobiles present. Pos- 
sessed of a large starting effort, with abil- 
ity to vary its power from zero to full 
working with practically no variation in 
economy, or the intervention of mechani- 
cal devices, it is diametrically the reverse 
of the constant load explosion motor that 
is theoretically the most ill-fitted device 
for road work in existence, and yet has 
forced its way into high favor. 

The paucity of invention in steam work, 
the slavish copying of some fairly success- 











Fah., higher than the saturation tempera- 
ture, or for 250 pounds pressure at about 
700 deg. Fah. It was found at very early 
stages that such a temperature, although 
usable, was so destructive to ordinary slide 
valve and piston valve engines that they 
needed radical alteration. 

Lubricants char at any thing over 650 
deg. and are not very effective at much 
above 550 deg., so that a valve gear that 
worked satisfactorily without lubrication 
or injection of oil to the steam was re- 
quired. No packing, metallic or other- 
wise, was usable, so that all rods had to 
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Fig. | — CROSS SECTION OF SINGLE CRANK THREE CYLINDER ENGINE. 


ful model, and the too long adherence to 
that model is largely responsible for this. 
The present interregnum will probably 
have the same effect in diverting the steam 
systems to more ideal work, that is now 
rehabilitating the power in England and 
France, where it is gaining favor for light 
and touring carriages and commercial ve- 
hicles. The future lies in the development 
of systems for the instantaneous genera- 
tion of steam, or of semi-flash generators 
in which the heating surface is excessive, 
the fluid passages comparatively small, 
and the feed system constant and variable. 


SUITABLE STEAM ENGINES. 


Such generators necessarily work at a 
high temperature, and are most successful 
when they deliver steam about 200 deg. 


dispense with the necessity for packing; 
while it was essential that the lubrication 
of the piston, with its large rubbing sur- 
faces, should be flooded from the under 
side, or that opposed to the steam side. 


The evident solution to this is a com- 
bination of gas engine practice and single 
acting steam engine practice as embodied 
in the Westinghouse type. 

Almost simultaneously in 18098 in Eu- 
rope, Serpollet of. Paris, Musker of 
Liverpool, and Simpson & Bodman, of 
Manchester, and in this country, Prof. 
Elihu Thompson, produced engines with 
this object in view, but of totally differ- 
ent arrangement. 

Serpollet’s engine was a 4-cylinder hor- 
izontal with poppet steam valves, the cy- 
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linders lying in pairs opposed to each 
other, and the exhaust being a ring of 
holes uncovered by the piston at the end 
of its stroke. 

Musker’s was a 4-cylinder poppet valve 
engine with the pairs of cylinders placed 
at 90 deg. and fitted with exhaust valves. 


Prof. Thompson’s engine has only been 
illustrated diagrammatically, as a single 


of Serpollet’s engine and also with “or- 
gan pipe” exhaust. 

The Simpson & Bodman engine is here 
illustrated. Fig 1. It was a 3-cylinder 
engine with the cylinders placed at 120 
deg., the pistons acting on a single crank 
pin, and the exhaust arranged on the or- 
gan pipe system. 

In addition to finding an engine suitable 
for “red hot” steam, it was desired to design 
one that was cheap to con- 
struct in a factory with a 
limited plant, very acces- 
sible in its interior, and 
also so short over its 
crank shaft length that 
two engines, side by side, 
could be lused under an 
ordinary platform, seper- 
ate drive of the back 
driving wheels being the 
method used by the 
makers, 

All those objects were successfully at- 
tained, but an unforeseen trouble with lu- 
brication prevented this engine attaining 
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flooded, and when the engine was at rest, 
and without pressure on these pistons, the 
oil worked down the trunks and was sub- 







































Fig. 3— VERTICAL ENGINE SIDE EXHAUST. 


sequently blown through the exhaust. 
This was an excellent engine, the 4x4 
sizé, giving 9 brake horse power, with 50 
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brake horse power hour, with steam super- 
heat 200 degrees. The total weight was 
only 90 pounds, and the engine ran so 
steadily that at speds varying from 5 to 
600 revolutions, a coin would stand on 
edge on the top cylinder. 

To obviate the trouble with lubrication, 
the cylinders were brought into line, as 
illustrated in the drawing of the 3-cylinder 
vertical engine, the same form of exhaust 
being retained. Figs. 2 and 3. 

NEW ENGINE DESIGN. 

This is for many purposes an extreme- 
ly good engine, being cheap to make, 
practically non-wearing, except in the 
brasses, and very light for power, as the 
bulk of the engine can be made of alumi- 
num, the cylinders and pistons only being 
of cast iron. 

Owing to its large clearance and high 
compression, it is essentially an engine 
for superheated steam, and with that will 
work with an economy as low as 28 
pounds of steam per brake horse power 
hour. For use with wet steam, the writer 
has also designed the modification of this 
engine, which is illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5. 

The object of the terminal, or organ 
pipe exhaust, is purely the reduction of 
parts and cheapening of cost, but extend- 
ed trial proved that for auto work it was 
not a paying economy. The engine illus- 
trated has a clearance in the cylinder heads 
of 24 per cent. of the total volume, about 
the same that would be employed in an 
explosion motor of similar design. This 
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Fig. 2— SECTION OF SIMPSON & BODMAN THREE-CYLINDER VERTICAL ENGINE FOR SUPERHEATED STEAM. 


commercial success. Splash lubrication 
could not be used it was found in practice, 
as the two depending cylinders became 


pounds mean pressure, cut off 45 
per cent., revolutions, 500 per minute, and 
a steam consumption of 32 pounds per 


clearance was found by taking a series of 
indicator diagratns, starting with a less 
clearance and turning away the pistons 
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until a satisfactory compression curve was 
obtained. In practice, however, it was 
found that this compression, equivalent to 
about 48 pounds per square inch, would in 
certain positions of the cranks militate 
against easy starting of the car forward, 
although such a position being the best 
for backward movement would not strand 
the driver, but compel him to start by 
throwing his reverse lever backward to 
overcome inertia and then forward to 
start his car. Reduction of the compres- 
sion to improve this condition led to waste 
of steam. 

The “lead’’ of the steam valves for this 
type of engine was 1 1-2 degrees on the 
starting cam and 3 degrees on the early cut 
off, or running cam. The cut off most com- 
monly used by the makers is for the start- 
ing cams a valve opening through 150 de- 
grees; for running or early cut off, 
it varies according to conditions from 
75 deg. to go deg. The details of 
cam and valve design are identical 
with those of the “wet steam” en- 
gine (described later), the only dif- 
ferences of construction being in the 
clearance and exhaust arrangements de- 
scribed in the foregoing. 

For stationary purposes, for marine and 
some other work where the starting ef- 
fort is not necessarily the engine’s maxi- 
mum, the writer considers this engine, 
used in conjunction with superheated 
steam, an ideal outfit. 

There is a minimum of wearing sur- 
faces, the lubrication is good for 24 hours 
steady running, the centers are low for 
propeller work, the overall height is less 
than 20 inches, no throttle valve is needed, 
the cam shaft, as illustrated here in Fig. 6 
in the “wet” engine being capable of an 
arrangement for closing all the steam 
valves, so that a single lever control is 
feasible. This engine’s speed equilibrium 
is about 550 revolutions per minute, but 
the engine will work perfectly at 700 to 
800 revolutions, and develop a power of 
10 to 12 horse power economically. 

The modification of this engine illustra- 
ted by Figs. 4 and 5 is provided with ex- 
haust valves to obviate starting difficult- 
ies as described above, and further to 
adapt this type of engine for use with gen- 
erators supplying saturated steam. 

ADVANTAGES OF NEW TYPE. 

The distinct points of economy of this 
design over slide valve and piston valve 
reversing engines, as regards steam con- 
sumption alone, are: (a) Small clearance, 
in the case of this particular engine, a 
water test shows less than 3 per cent. 
total clearance; (b) Variation of steam 
cut off with constant lead, and no altera- 
tion to the exhaust; (c) Absence of inter- 
nal friction, a large item with small en- 
gines, due to absence of packing glands 
and difficulties of maintaining alignment of 
pistons, rods, crossheads and guides; (d) 
Non-alteration of valve gear in use, as 
none of the parts can wear. 
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It will be noticed that the valve chest is 
contained entirely in the head of the en- 
gine, with a view to making the steain 
and exhaust passages in the casting, neces- 
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Fig. 6— VALVE ACTUATING CAM SHAFT, 
SHOWING POSITIONS OF CAMS. 





sitating a single connection for each. The 
exhaust valves are so located that their 
ports contribute scarcely anything to the 
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clearance, and the internal pressure in the 
cylinders keeps these valves constantly 
closed and closes them very rapidly, ob- 
viating the use of springs. The light 
springs shown are intended simply to 
keep the valves on their seats when the 
engine is not in use. 
DESIGN AND MATERIALS. 

The steam ports are short, oblong in 
section, and of a good area; the valves in 
both cases are of plain cast iron. In the 
early stages of making these engines, the 
writer’s firm tried every conceivable com- 
bination of metals for valves and valve 
seats, and for the cams and cam rods, but 
found cast iron the only certain and re- 
liable metal for valves and valve seats, as 
being equally and not excessively affected 
by expansion. The valve rods work in 
plain reamed holes, the rule used by us in 
designing the length of these guides be- 
ing to allow 1 1-2 inches for every 1-4 inch 
valve rod diameter. If this rule be adhered 
to and the rods and holes made proper 
sliding fits to standard ring and peg 
gauges, as leakage risk increases directly 
as the diameter—there will be absolutely 
no trouble with blowing at any pressure 
of steam up to 300 pounds per square 
inch, 

The total lift in these valves being 3-16 
inch, the rubbing velocity is less than 5 
feet per minute, or about 1-10 of the move- 
ment of a slide valve, and the wear is ab- 
solutely inappreciable after months of ser- 
vice. Further the load on this valve with 
100 pounds pressure in the steam chest is 
only 40 pounds against approximately 225 
pounds on a slide valve at starting, for a 
slide valve engine of the same capacity. 
An important feature to the manufacturer 
is the plainness of the work required on 
this engine head. The guides, valve seats 
and all machined parts are plain, drill press 
work, and as they are in the same plane the 
work is carried out by two settings on the 
press. 

The valves are actuated by cams made 
of tool steel, left dead hard after machin- 
ing. They are strung together on a rod, 
keyed so that it can slide through its 
bearings and the driving, gear wheel, so 
that the different cams for varying the cut 
off and reversing the engine may be 
brought under the lift rods. 

SHAPE OF THE CAMS. 

It will be noticed that three shapes of 
cam avail for the whole series of eighteen 
cams, the different effects being obtained 
by their position on the shaft. This shaft is 
driven by a train of three spur gears, the 
first keyed to the crank shaft driving an 
idje gear running on a stud bolted 
through the side of the crank chamber, 
this gear driving the gear on the cam 
rod which latter is able to slide on the 
long feather shown. 

The keys setting the cams on this shaft 
are arranged at 120 degrees, and the cams 
therefore assume their proper relation to 
the cranks on the crank shaft, when 
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strung together; the long feather key be- 
ing lined with the center cam key. To 
set the valve gear, if the cams have been 
accurately made with the degrees of lead 
marked, it is only necessary to turn the 
crank shaft until the center crank is right 
at the top, and place the cam shaft and 
cams in position, with the long feather 
key flush on top in the position the shaft 
lies in the detail drawing, Fig 6. 

If on testing the engine the lead is 
found to be not satisfactory, it can be va- 
ried by shifting the gear wheel and shaft 


round a tooth, if this be too much shift 
the idle gear a tooth in the opposite di- 
rection, which will halve the total move- 


nent of the cam gear. 
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thrust engines of this type, plain H sec- 
tion cast bronze connecting rods, with 
heavy babbit metal liners. The exact 
method of taking the compression on the 
bronze at the crank pin end, while the 
body of white metal acts for heat con- 
duction from the journal can be readily 
seen in the cross sectional view of the 
engine, Fig. 5. 

This form of rod is strong, cheap and 
easily renewed, rather than repaired when 
occasion arises. 

An important feature in machining the 
ends of connecting rods for inclosed engines 
is to allow ample side clearances, about 
I-32 on either side is correct, to prevent the 
possibilities of binding through lineal ex- 
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pounds boiler pressure on a steady con- 
sumption of 43 to 45 pounds per brake 
horse power hour. 

The engine was equipped with the valve 
cams here shown. The essentially valuable 
feature is that this consumption varies very 
slightly after many months service, the 
valve gear being absolutely unalterable, 
and this further permits of gearing the en- 
gine to the road wheel to such an extent 
that a normal speed of 750 revolutions of 
the engine per minute may be used, thereby 
making this engine a 10 brake horse power 
engine, obtaining 1 brake horse power for 
every II pounds engine weight. 

Being in constant thrust, wear of the 
brasses or connecting rods occasion no 
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Fig. 5— CROSS SECTION OF ENGINE SHOWING 
EXHAUST VALVES. 


Should the conditions under which the 
engine runs warrant it, such as racing, etc., 
| a track, the early cut off cam can be 
luced to a 30 per cext. cut off, or other 
gree desired. It is very easy to remove 
rod and string a different set of cams 
place. 
Che valve lift rods are plain tool steel 
r, with the rods radiused as shown, flat- 
ned and hardened just on the point. In 
ijusting the lengths of these rods care 
suld be taken to leave an absolute clear- 
e, when the valves are firmly on their 
ts. 


Che writer has always used in constant 


pansion, which, in inclosed single acting 
engines is a quantity to be recognized. 

To further assist in keeping this chamber 
cool, the lower crank chamber is cast with 
a base water jacket, to be connected in au- 
tomobile practice as part of the feed 
pump suction system. 

The engine here shown, Fig. 4, has been 
frequently braked for a period of 3 to 4 
hours continuously, using a Prony brake 
with a water jacketted flywheel, and has 
developed 6 1-2 horse power at 500 revo- 
lutions per minute (using steam from an 
ordinary fire tube type boiler, probably the 
“wettest” steam possible to obtain, at 150 





Fig. 4— LONGITUDINAL SECTION OF ENGINE WITH 
EXHAUST VALVES. 


thumping or noise, the only effect being a 
loss of ofl from the crank chamber and 
some loss in the steam consumption. 

The best lubricant is common black Vir- 
ginia oil and water in the proportion of 3 
to 1, and the consumption, if the brasses 
be in good order, will average a pint for 
every 10 hours running. 

On heavy trucks and light vehicles, the 
writer has since 1894. used slide valve, pis- 
ton valve and rotary valve engines, double 
acting and single acting, simple and com- 
pound, the latter both side by side anJ 
tandem type, and as a result he unhesi- 
tatingly declares that the poppet valve en- 
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gine for all small powers, is the only de- 
sign fit to place in unskilled hands. He be- 
lieves that it fills every possible requirement 
for an ideal engine in the absence of wear 
and alteration of valve setting, smoothness 
in working, and cheapness in construction. 


In the course of the article on “Com- 
mercial Self-Propelled Vehicles,” which 
was published in THE AUTOMOBILE, 
March 7, I promised to give some results 
of actual tests of vehicles of the type de- 
scribed. These figures which are now pre- 
sented were obtained from actual trials 
over protracted periods and under varied 
running conditions. 


The net cost works out at 6.6 cents per 
ton mile, not the fanciful figure of 2 or 3 
cents some manufacturers carelessly prom- 
ise their customers, but nevertheless a 
substantial gain over the best horse work, 
that in the case, particularly of city con- 
tracting, is worth developing. 


The commercial self-propelled vehicle 
serves a threefold purpose. On the hu- 
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Motoring and Health. 


Nervousness of the Novice Developing Into Heightened Vital- 
ity of the Expert. 


(From Die Automobil-Welt.) 


What the beginner feels when he first 
learns to operate a motor vehicle, his 
physical sensations as his skill increases 
and the general effect of daily driving 
upon his vitality have been described in the 
Automobil-W elt in a manner that seems to 
have appealed strongly to many among 
the German public who would not care 
to listen to mere dry reasoning on the 
subject. It is a country doctor’s exper- 
ience which is recited. The supposition is 
that of a physician living in a small town 
and having a practice extending some 
twenty miles around and including the 
owners as well as the workers on country 
estates, farmers of higher and lower caste, 
government officials, in fact that whole 





PRIME Cost, $1,500, 


Water per vehicle mile, 29Ib. 
Fuel per vehicle mile, 2.4 fh. 
Cost OF OPERATION: 


Water, 56,000 gals. @ 25c¢ 
Lubricant, 4 of fuel 


Sundries 





COST DETAILS FROM TESTS OF COMMERCIAL AUTOMOBILES. 


Gross weight, 8,oo0lb. Load, 4,000h. 
Work, 50 miles per day ; 300 days per year. 
Total ton miles (assume full load), 30,000. 


Depreciation and interest, 20% ..... 
Repairs—(a) Generator and casing ($140), BG hak cacadOes ahaubean cane 70 
(4) Engines ($100), 20%. . 
(c) Tires ($112), 150 ..... 
(@) Fabric and transmission ($1,148), 10%......... 2... 22. ee000- 115 
Kerosene, 5,577 gals. @ 9c......... 
U7 EERE SSS SC 262 ae Ree PARR eg oe 
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$1,999 
== 6.6c. per ton mile. 








manitarian side it relieves the horse of 
painful drudgery, in the direction of sani- 
tation it insures the cleanliness of city 
streets and in the very important direction 
of economy it exhibits a decided saving in 
cost, when compared with present meth- 
ods. 


Omaha, Neb., automobilists are plan- 
ning for a busy season this year, as the 
number of machines owned there has 
tripled since last summer. The Automo- 
bile Club of Omaha is planning several 
runs of 30 or 40 miles out from the city, 
particularly to Fremont, which is another 
center for Nebraska motor enthusiasts. 

Although the total number of automo- 
biles manufactured in France last year is 
reported at 23,200, the lowest estimates of 
this year’s American output exceeds this 
by several thousand. 


class of the population which consists of 
rich or at least well-to-do employers who 
watch paternally over the welfare of their 
workmen, including some attention to the 
health of their families. 

The physician, Dr. Peters, is described 
as a middle-aged man, very deliberate and 
conscientious and of a decidedly even, ju- 
dicious temperament. Every third year in 
the past he has found it necessary to buy a 
new horse, having worn out the old one 
in the hard service. His driver is a sens- 
ible country boy who has served his time 
in the army with the artillery and has a 
little inkling of mechanics. Name: Jurgen. 

Finding his conditions getting more and 
more laborious, the doctor cut the Gor- 
dian knot by suddenly purchasing a 12 
horse power Quidam automobile phaeton. 
(There is no Quidam automobile.) Jurgen 
was sent to the factory for a week to get 





a chauffeur’s education. Returned home 
his first excursion with the purchased 
wagon takes place over a four-mile stretch 
of good, broad macadam and on a dry 
day. His steering is still a little uncertain; 
in passing a flock of sheep and a couple of 
farm wagons the zig-zag is noticeable, but 
he does not run against anything. At every 
milestone he goes back to the low speed 
for practice, drives on it for 100 yards or 
so, changes to the intermediate and then 
again to the high, and regulates at each 
change the ignition and the throttle, try- 
ing to keep the vehicle speed about even. 
Though not timid by nature he finds it 
difficult to handle the gears right. He 
hesitates a little at every change, and con- 
sequently the gears jar and don’t slide into 
mesh as promptly as they should. At the 
end of the four miles Jurgen wipes the 
sweat off his brow, though the weather is 
cool, ahd his sturdy hand, usually very 
steady, trembles a little. Inwardly he says 
“Glad I got that far,” but to the doctor 
only “Well, what did you think of it, Herr 
Doctor?” “It seems a little, dangerous, 
after all,”’ the physician thought. “I have 
a peculiar feeling in legs and arms and 
hands.” He looked nervous, an unusual 
thing for him. He would have preferred 
to let Jurgen drive home alone, but his 
pride would not permit that. Jurgen is 
told to “turn her on” and on the return 
trip the doctor’s nervousness increased, 
though Jurgen went steadily ahead with- 
out practicing changes, but it began to get 
dark and the twilight was not reassuring. 

“Motoring makes me nervous,” wrote 
the physician in his notebook as the re- 
sult of the first day’s experience. 


CONSTERNATION IN THE MARKET PLACE. 


The next day Jurgen was sent out alone 
in the little town with the automobile to 
gain more experience and incidentally 
order a horse and carriage for his master. 
It was market day and he had interesting 
experiences which put him on his mettle. 

The country people came in a steady 
stream, afoot and by wagon, all market- 
bound. Three or four wagons with vege- 
tables; after them a drover with two 
thickset young bulls that pushed forward 
at one moment and pulled backward the 
next, trying all the time to see through 
the gunnysacks that had been tied over 
their heads. Then a crowd of market 
women with eggs in baskets and poultry. 
Jurgen steered his course behind it all. 
The lowest speed was far too high; every 
now and then he had to uncouple the 
clutch and let the brake on. But he soon 
found this too tedious, and sounded the 
horn vigorously to get by. The scared 
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women jostled each other in confusion and 
cackled more loudly than their hens. The 
bullocks, take notice, too, one goes ahead 
hard and runs into a vegetable wagon, the 
other just as determinedly backward, pull- 
ing loose from the drover, and, backing 
into something, to it invisible, stops im- 
movable squarely across the bow of the 
Quidam 193. Proving his presence of 
mind Jurgen reverses at once so as not 
to try conclusions between the ribs of 
his water coils and those of the beast. He 
calls to the animal “Ho, hallo!’ polite and 
apologetic at first, then gruffly. His hand 
twitches for a whip. Shrewdly he refrains 
from blowing the horn right into the ears 
of the creature, suspecting that the bul- 
lock might have jumped in among the 
gaping crowd. Just in time the drover ap- 
pears again with the other mutineer and 
picks up the dropped line, though not 
without a few flattering epithets aimed at 
Jurgen, who retorts in soldiery expletives. 
Meanwhile he has reached a_ vegetable 
wagon. “Hold off to the right!’ cries he 
with all his lung power. But a real yokel 
drives always to the wrong side, or on nar- 
row roads in the middle. 


Once more, “To the right, you idiot,” 
but only repeated squawks of the horn 
that threaten to scare the nags have the 
desired effect. With yelling, swearing and 
scolding, Jurgen finally reaches the mar- 
ket place, all the time on a sharp lookout 
to avoid caroming with the women, 
children, pigs, poultry and pottery. 


But everything comes to an end. His 
errand attended to, Jurgen finally escapes 
from the turmoil of the market place 
without accident or conflict with the po- 
lice, though after several heated explana- 
tions and recriminations. He breathes 
more freely, but his head is in a whirl. 
This continued hallooing, veering, stop- 
ping, the intent watching and then the 
low speed with its noise and vibration! 


On the clear road he lets the vehicle 
out. It seems a_ positive pleasure to 
have a free stretch in front, and the steer- 
ing is now mere play. Two thoughts oc- 
cur to him. The first one: I drive a good 
deal easier now, for in the jammed 
streets I have learned to manage the 
thing much quicker than by driving 
around a week on the country roads. The 
second: But the whole thing affects one 
too much; one gets excited and the head 
throbs. So Jurgen was also getting nerv- 
ous. 

MORE CONFIDENCE ATTAINED. 


On the third day an urgent call, 6 miies 
out in the country; 4 miles on macadam 
and two on good dirt road. The doctor 

as gathered new nerve power during 
the rest, and gets into the wagon without 
‘repidation. Jurgen, too, feels ready for 
he fray. He has cleaned the vehicle, 

iled all the parts anew and pumped up 
he tires. They set out in the pure, dust- 
ree morning air. A cool and fragrant 
reeze sweeps over the fields and wafts 
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now and then a whiff from the flowery 
meadows around the faces of the travel- 
ers. The air penetrates the warm coats 
and bathes the body in the ozone of the 
bracing morning wind. It forces its way 
into the lungs and makes them breathe 
in deeper and more powerful strokes, 
carrying fresh oxygen to the blood. 
Stronger and stronger grows the effect 
of this air bath as the speed of the ve- 
hicle increases. And it runs rather fast, 
now. The chaussee is in fine order, and 
other vehicles are far apart. Fortified 
by his experience of the day before, Jur- 
gen guides with considerable assurance 
and sends his Quidam at a 15-mile clip 
at first, and soon at 20. For a short 
stretch even at 25, nobody else being in 
sight. The rapidity of the motion be- 
comes noticeable. The eye in watching 
the road is compelled to survey the course 
quickly, with increased intensity and 
stronger concentration of the mind. The 
head feels the strong air current from in 
front and is instinctively bent forward 
to resist it. The muscles of the neck 
tighten. The driver’s hands grip the 
steering wheel with energy, and every 
muscle of the arm, the breast and the 
back is in readiness. Even the legs are 
working, firmly braced so as to impart 
fixity to the body. The feet play freely 
in the joints, ready for any cause to ac- 
tuate the pedal that disconnects the mo- 
tor and throws the brakes on. In brief, 
the whole body is in activity, but it 
works with a highly concentrated co-or- 
dination of all its organs, with the eye 
solely on the road and the thought solely 
on the steering. It does not work in a 
stuffy, hot, nerve-killing room, but 
bathed in ever-changing air-waves, which 
cool it and lend its nerves the necessary 
tension. 
THE FIRST EXHILARATION. 

Also the doctor has similar sensations. 
He, too, enjoys the air bath and draws 
the so abundantly offered oxygen into his 
lungs with deep inhalations. He, too, in- 
nervates every muscle in his body and 
stems his feet against the footboard, be- 
cause it seems safer so. His eye is con- 
scious of the speed, but finds time to ab- 
sorb also the quick succession of scenes. 
The landscape has no particular charm— 
fields and brushwood alternating with 
meadows and clumps of trees, now and 
then farm buildings in peaceable pictur- 
esque colorings; in the distance, a village 
with a church spire and gardens. Prob- 
ably the word tedious would designate it, 
were one to pass through in a wagon at 
a slow trot or afoot. But to-day in the 
quick flight past all these things, the con- 
trasts are sharpened and the variety em- 
phasized, and the whole region seems in- 
finitely charming and varied, for the pic- 
tures follow one after the other in rapid 
succession; quickly and inaudibly one 
view glides into the next one as by clever 
scene shifting. 

The noise of the motor? The car is 
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on its high gear and Jurgen regulates 
exclusively by the spark and the throttle, 
making the auto go fast or slow at will 
without changing the gear. Of course, a 
Quidam is required for doing this effec- 
tively. The motor does not puff or jolt 
or rattle. Only a light pf-pf, pf-pf in 
pleasing rhythm is perceptible. It is mu- 
sic to the ear of the driver, for he knows 
by this sound that everything is in fhe best 
of order. Wait, only one squeeze of the 
oil cup! then it goes on for another hour. 
The rhythm of the motor becomes a ne- 
cessity, even to the passenger. It pro- 
duces a faint, a very faint excitation, a 
not unwelcome reminder: Keep thy eyes 
open, look around and see what a wealth 
of variety and beauty nature offers thee; 
think with pride of how man’s industry and 
energy makes thee the master of these 
distances, and gives to the awkward two- 
legged human earthworm the speed of the 
bird. And the easy, elastic vibrations in 
the same rhythm are by no means dis- 
agreeable. On the contrary, one would 
not be without them no more than one 
would care to be entirely without the 
light motion of an ordinary carriage, 
which, constantly recurring, tells the 
speed of travel while animating and en- 
livening us. 
THE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS. 


Toward noon Dr. Peters was again 
safely at home. A trip, for which he or- 
dinarily would have used a whole day, 
had been comfortably accomplished in a 
brief forenoon. The whole afternoon 
could be devoted to other business, or to 
his family. He stepped into his house re- 
freshed, with color in his cheeks and in 
a happy mood. And this mood is not 
caused merely by satisfaction over the 
time gained or by pride in the useful and 
excellent work of his new conveyance, 
but is primarily the direct upshot of in- 
creased physical and mental activity, the 
result of the toned-up vitality. 

His appetite is excellent, while he usu- 
ally returned from such long calls in ill 
humor, sluggish and indifferent; his body 
fatigued and jaded from the long, slow 
drive with its irregular shaking; the mind 
dulled from the compulsory idleness and 
tedium during the drive, and turned more 
than necessary upon the miseries of 
diseased humanity. 

To-day .everything was different. The 
watchfulness and concentration induced 
by the speed left no room for boredness, 
and incited anything but sad thoughts in 
his brain. The atmosphere of the sick- 
room with its real and imaginary bacilli 
was blown away in the breeze of the 
brisk trip, and the body had been tuned 
by the inner and outer air-bath to the 
temperature which is best and most pleas- 
ing for it. For the quickening of the 
breathing and blood circulation raises the 
inner temperature correspondingly to the 
outer cooling effected by the wind pene- 
trating the clothes. 
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It is not driving any more, much less 
“being driven,” but active sport, as active 
as horseback riding and as animating as 
ski-running down a mountain slope. 

Also in the after results is there a 
similarity to the other, true sports. No 
fatigue or collapse with bad humor, but 
the pleasing, sound tiredness of the body 
which has been declared the highest 
pleasure of mankind, as it leaves no un- 
wholesome or uncomfortable  conse- 
quences, but, on the contrary, strength- 
ens body and soul, and capacitates both 
for new and greater performances; there- 
fore also sound and quiet sleep. 

And so it continued. Peters convinced 
himself day after day that there was ab- 
solutely no danger in the management of 
the car, so long as it was only steered 
with a little common sense, and this 
quality Jurgen possessed in spite of his 
short practice. After a week the doctor 
took hold of the steering wheel himself 
and bravely commenced to operate the 
levers. 


[At first thought the American readers 
of this German sketch of the beginner’s 
sensations will probably receive the im- 
pression that it would have been more 
appropriate eight years ago than to-day, 
when so many thousands have taken the 
decisive step and discarded horses-for the 
power vehicle, but rightly considered it is 
only very lately that it has become justifi- 
able to depict the experiences of the novice 
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peculiar significance as a signal that the 
troublesome, experimental stage is past 
for all who are careful in their purchase, 
moderate in their speed and willing to 
give a reasonable amount of stable-care 
to their motor vehicle.—Ed.] 


Electric Haulage of Pipes and 
Fittings. 


A striking sight often seen in the streets 
of New York during the past eight months 
has been the passage of the big electric 
truck of the John Simmons Co., with a 
load of gas or water pipes, radiators and 
pipe fittings, as illustrated in the engrav- 
ing herewith from a snap-shot. The truck, 
which is of four-tons’ guaranteed capacity, 
was especially designed, as to body, by the 
Vehicle Equipment Co., for the transpor- 
tation of the unusual line of materials seen 
in it. It has been in almost constant ser- 
vice since August, 1902, by the John Sim- 
mons Co., which is keeping a record of 
the cost and performance of this truck 
covering the first full year of its use, 
which will end August 1 next. Upon the 
result of the comparison between the 
work done by it and the company’s horse- 
drawn vehicles will depend the purchase 
of other similar trucks or a possible trial 
of steam trucks. 

While unable to quote from this record 
at present, a representative of the com- 
pany declared that the truck had given ex- 
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street and return, more than twenty miles 
in all, with a load of four tons, or in some 
cases a little more, without difficulty, and 
at a speed of seven or eight miles an 
hour. A two-horse truck, while it could 
draw the same load, would do so only at 
a much slower speed, and even with one 
such round trip the team would be good 
for little the next day. 


The company used the truck throughout 
the past winter, in spite of snow and slush 
in the streets, and found but two days, 
during the snow storm late in January, 
when the vehicle could not be employed. 
It was found, however, that the batteries 
were longer lived and gave generally bet- 
ter service in warm weather, the cold 
seeming to affect their efficiency to a 
marked degree. In the warm weather of 
last August the truck showed an advantage 
over horse-drawn vehicles in that it was 
not liable to sunstroke or heat prostra- 
tion. 


Practically the only thing lacking to 
make the truck perfect in meeting the re- 
quirements of the company’s business is 
greater efficiency and longer life of the 
batteries. Much time was lost—some- 
times four or five days at a time—in clean- 
ing the battery, although it is believed 
by the company that with a larger equip- 
ment of these trucks and at least one extra 
battery, say four trucks and five batteries, 
or five trucks and six batteries, this diffi- 
culty would be obviated and the delivery 








ELECTRIC TRUCK FOR 


without putting greater emphasis on his 
mechanical troubles than on any other 
feature of motoring. The appearance of 
the sketch at this day seems to gain a 


HAULING IRON PIPES AND FITTINGS, IN SERVICE IN NEW YORK, 


cellent service. Comparing it with a 
horse-drawn truck, he said that the elec- 
tric vehicle was able to make two trips a 
day uptown as far as One Hundredth 


service would not be interfered with at 
any time, while increased economy could 
also be secured. 

The absence of capable battery men at 
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arging stations also caused trouble at 
mes, and inefficient work in caring for 
ie machine sometimes caused it to fall 
elow its standard of service, through no 
fault of its own. One of the company’s 
wn teamsters was put on as a driver and 
uickly learned to operate the truck skil- 
fully and economically. 


PENNSYLVANIA TO SPEND $5,750,000 
ON ROAD IMPROVEMENT. 


Special Correspondence. 

PHILADELPHIA, April 20.—The long and 
bitterly fought battle for good roads—be- 
gun years ago by the League of American 
Wheelmen, carried on through successive 
sessions of the Legislature, and finally 
won by an amalgamation of all interested 
in good roads—wheelmen, drivers, auto- 
mobilists and farmers—was brought to a 
successful conclusion last Friday, when 
Governor Pennypacker attached his sig- 
nature to the Sproul bill. The sum of 
$5,750,000 will, according to the terms of 
the new law, be spent in road improve- 
ment during the next six years, $500,000 
in each of the first two years, $750.000 the 
third year, $1,000,000 the fourth and 
$1,500,000 each in the fifth and sixth years. 

The advocates of the measure are en- 
thusiastic over the outcome and are con- 
fident that at the conclusion of the six 
years the benefits of the road improvement 
crusade will have become so evident that 
a bill calling for the expenditure of twice 
or thrice the amount will have no diffi- 
culty in passing the Legislature. 

The New Jersey definition of what con- 
stitutes a “good road” was adopted as a 
standard, and Northampton and Alle- 
gheny counties will be permitted to con- 
tinue their system of road improvement 
(which they had begun under the Flinn 
road act of 1895) with money coming to 
them from the Sproul bill. 


Jersey City-Newark Improvement. 

Henry I. Budd, Commissioner of 
Public Roads for the State of New Jer- 
sey, writes in reply to an inquiry, that 
he cannot tell how soon the work of im- 
proving the Plank Road across the Jersey 
Meadows from Newark to Jersey City 
will be started, nor how soon it will be 
finished, as while the act providing for the 
mprovement of the road under State aid 
was recently passed by the Senate of the 
New Jersey Legislature, it had not been 
signed by the Governor at the time of 
writing, and the specifications for the 
work had not yet been framed. However, 
the matter is being considered by Com- 
missioner Budd, the engineer and the free- 
holders of the counties in which the road 
is located, and it is supposed that if the 
improvement is commenced it will be car- 
ried through from one end to the other. 
The improvement of this road will be a 
great boon to the automobile users of 
New Jersey and the metropolitan district. 
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American Cup Team Selected. 


Owen and Mooers Chosen to Accompany Winton After Second 
Series of Trials on Long Island—Harkness Fails to 


Appear—Peerless 


The United States will be represented in 
the Gordon Bennett international cup race 
in Ireland on July 2 by Alexander Win- 
ton, Percy Owen and L. P. Mooers. The 
failure of H. S. Harkness for the second 
time to appear at the eliminating trials 
before the race committee of the Automo- 
bile Club of America, at Westbury, on 
Long Island, on Monday morning, and 
the unpreparedness of C. W. Matheson, 
of Grand Rapids, to put his new rating 
car through the tests, left no choice for 
the committee but to accept the two can- 
didates who could and did appear for the 
trials, both on Tuesday, April 14, and on 
Monday, April 20. Alexander Winton had 
been chosen previously without the neces- 
sity of a test. The absence of Mr. Hark- 
ness at the first trials was due to an as- 
serted misunderstanding of the require- 
ments of the committee as to the time for 
the tests, but he is reported to-have started 
in his racing car for the trials on the 20th 
at 4 A. M., from Brooklyn, by an unfre- 











PERCY OWEN IN HIS WINTON INTERNATIONAL CUP RACER. 


quented back road to avoid interference 
of authorities for exceeding the speed 
limit, his racing machine being geared too 
high to be slowed down within the eight 


Racer Unfinished. 


mile rate required in towns. But the back 
road was his undoing, for after being lifted 
by some excessive roughness of the road, 

















OWEN SPEEDING THE WINTON. 


the body came down so far as to puncture 
the water tank on a stone, putting the ma- 
chine out of commission. 

OWEN MAKES FIVE MILES IN 5:25. 


Though there was nothing to eliminate, 
the committee decided to put the Winton 
and Peerless machines through some ad- 
ditional trials on the Westbury-Merrick 
road, with the result that the latter car, 
driven by Mr. Mooers, developed an in- 
sufficient water circulation and became 





overheated in two warming up runs over 
the six-mile course, and did not make any 


wofficially timed trials, while the Winton, 
“driven by. Mr. Owen, covered the six 
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es, according to Chairman George I 
Scott, of the racing committee, from a 
tanding start, in 7:22 2-5, two interm« 
diate miles in 2:16 2-5, and one mile in 


1 


1:06 2-5 on the first trial, and in the sec 
nd attempt did five miles with flying start 

5:25, according to Mr. Owen, who had 
o slow down in the third mile to pass an 
iutomobile that was being driven 


down the course. The time for the first 
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to make further trials undesirable. The 
smaller Peerless racer, which was also at 
the course, was not tried, but after an in- 
spection of the large car Mr. Mooers was 
named by the committee as the third rep- 
resentative, it being understood that the 


1 


large car will be further perfected_in the 


uurse of the next month. 


After the complete collapse of the speak 
easy plans last week the committee made 
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L. P. Mooers, after a hurried trip t 
Cleveland during the week, cathe out fron 
New York with E. H. Cox. Albert Cham 
pion rode out on a 10 horse power Clement 
bicycle. Mr. Winton and Percy Owen, ac 
companied by the Winton cars, drove from 
New York in Mr. Owen’s racing car. 
Gathered at th 
D. H. Morris, George Scott, Secretary 
Butler, E. E. Britton, George B. Adams, 


e hotel in the evening wer 











OWEN AND A MEMBER OF THE RACING COMMITTEE TESTING THE 


mile in the second trial of the Winton was 
given at 1:04, and for the second mile, 1:02. 
It was intended to make a third run, but 
some difficulty with the lubrication arose 
and further trials were abandoned and the 
selections announced. 

CONDITION OF THE CARS. 

The Winton car built for and driven by 
Percy Owen was apparently complete and 
in good working order, though Mr. Owen 
had had little opportunity to become fa- 











a public announcement that the trials 
would be resumed at the same point on 
Monday morning, so all those who were 
sufficiently interested to rise to a break- 
fast before sunrise made their way on 
Sunday by car or train to the new Gar- 
den City Hotel 
the original contest ended on Thursday, 
and by Sunday the sandy soil of Long 
Island was dry and the roads in good con- 
dition. Harlan W. Whipple, of the racing 


The rains which spoiled 


WINTON — 





CAUGHT AT RAILROAD CROSSING. 


Harry Unwin and as a matter of course 
the newspaper men and photographers. 
OWEN’S WINTON RACER. 

The Winton car on its arrival at the 
hotel garage was eagerly inspected by all 
hands, Mr. Winton taking pleasure in 
showing it. This car is not identical with 
the one which Mr. Winton will drive him- 
self, being smaller and lighter and also 
different in certain details of construction, 
so that the other car is as much a secret 
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GROUP OF AUTOMOBILES AND SPECTATORS AT CREST OF HILL AT THE FIVE-MILE POST. 


miliar with it. After making five sepa- 
rate runs over the course each being timed 
by a member of the“racing committee oc- 
cupying the extra seat, it was in good 
condition for further test. The~- Peerless 
car, designed and driven by L. P. Mooers, 

still in an experimental stage, and but 
On the trial runs the 
water circulation proved insufficient and 
the cylinders heated to such an extent as 


partly completed. 


committee, accompanied by W. J. Stewart, 
George L. Weiss and several others, ran 
over from New Jersey in his new Mer- 
cedes limousine car. L. S. Adams drove 
over with a party, E. B. Gallaher and 
Eugene Bournonville came in a new 
Vivinus car with a true Roi-des-Belges 
body, the first of the make seen in this 
country. George A. Banker came from 
New York in a Peerless touring car, while 


as ever. Mr. Owen’s car is very light, 
compact and clean cut in appearance, and 
was perfectly finished even to the paint- 
ing and varnishing, so that it appealed to 
the observer as complete and perfect. In 
general outline it gives no suggestion of 
extreme power, but merely of lightness 
and absence of resistance to the air. 

The body is long and low, with bit lit- 
tle depth from bottom of frame to top of 
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Frank Gould’s Mercedes making an unofficial run. 


One of the local cross roads guards. 
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Champion tearing off miles on his motor bicycle. 
Cross roads near Westbury, L. I., the point of arrival of contestants and accompnnying motorists. — Course stretching away to the left. 


SNAPSHOTS TAKEN AT THE SCENE OF THE GORDON BENNETT ELIMINATING TRIALS ON LONG ISLAND, 
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the long bonnet, the whole structure be- 
ing in the form of a flat oblong box, like 
an inverted punt, which might contain 
anything other than powerful machinery. 
The main frame consists of two fore-and- 
aft members of ash, about 2 inches wide 
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side by side horizontally and lying athwart 
the car on the right side; the crankcase, 
a large aluminum box, lying on the left 
side, while the driving shaft runs fore- 
and-aft on the left side, straight to the 
rear axle, where it carries a bevel gear 








April 25, 1903, 


plugs are just within a light aluminum ca:- 
ing above the inlet valves, and very eas 
accessible. 

The body of the car consists of a light 
ash framework covered on the sides with 
sheet steel and with hinged covers 








INLET VALVE SIDE OF PERCY OWEN’S RACER, FITTED WITH 


and 4 inches deep in the middle, the lower 
side, which is sheathed with a steel strap 
1-16 by 2 inches, being slightly curved. 
Two brackets of 1-8 inch sheet steel are 
bolted to each end, carrying the suspen- 


for driving. The heads of the cylinders 
lie just under the right side bar, the inlet 
valves projecting toward this side. The 
four valves are fed by a single carbureter 
just abaft the motor, and the exhaust 


*’THWARTSHIP HORIZONTAL MOTOR. 


ward and aft. The seats, two side by side, 
are of the individual pattern, deep and 
comfortable, and in front of them is a 
sort of cockpit within the body, for the 
feet. The steering post is short and very 
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PEERLESS 40-HORSEPOWER RACER, L. P. MOOERS IN DRIVER’S SEAT. 


sion links of the semi-elliptical springs. 
The brackets for the brake rods and simi- 
lar fittings are also bolted to the ash side- 
bars. 

The motor has four cylinders, placed 





valves, with muffler below, are just inside 
of the inlet valves. The inlet valves are 
easily accessible from the right side and 
on removing one of them the correspond- 
ing exhaust valve is exposed. The spark 





small in diameter, with only’ a moderate 
rake, giving good clearance between t! 

wheel and the driver’s body. On raising 
the forward lid the mechanism is easi!) 
accessible, the tank for lubricating oil 13 
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he extreme left, the oil reservoir and 
s in the center and the water tank on 
right, all just over the motor. Hand- 
plates in the crankcase give access 
ach separate crank. The radiator has 
tiers of seven tubes each, the tubes 
ng about 3-4 inch diameter, with plain 
ire fins. The body proper weighs but 
pounds; the car weigh 1,885 
ls, with oil and water tanks full and 
ries in place, and will go on the 
les for the race at about 1,750 pounds. 
e four Goodrich tires are each of a dif- 
rent construction.. The transmission is 
he same as in the Winton “Bullet.” 

The evening passed very pleasantly, but 

e more prudent ones turned in early with 
the prospect of a call at 4 A. M. The sky 
was still dark when the tinkling telephone 
aroused each sleepy motorist, and break- 
fast was fairly under way before the dawn 
showed in the east. The morning was cool 
and crisp, but clear and with little wind. 
With a little delay for the late ones the run 
was well up before the party, some twenty 
cars in all, left for the run of five miles 
to the start at Westbury Station. 

The arrangements were the same as on 
the preceding trial of April 13, the cross- 
roads were guarded and as far as possible 
all public traffic was stopped. 

OWEN FIRST AWAY. 

Arrived at the start, Mr. Owen was 
sent away with Mr. Morris, of the Racing 
te, Committee, in the vacant seat to time him. 
ne The run was made out to Merrick and 
after a short stop the car ran back to 
Westbury. The first half mile was 
straight, then came a long curve, follow- 
ing which was five miles of straight road, 
level except for the railroad crossing and 
local inequalities. The surface was dry 
enough to give up pretty thick clouds of 
dust, especially when the big outside tour- 
ing cars, such as a 40 horse power Pan- 
hard and Frank J. Gould’s Mercedes, ran 

ver it. Many of the outside cars present 
made the most of the unusual opportunity 

fered to try their speed without fear of 
the local timing committees. 


will 


the 
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MOOERS’S CYLINDERS HEATED. 
There was a good deal of delay, for no 
reason, between the trials, but 
finally Mr. Mooers was sent away in his 
ig car, accompanied by Mr. Scott. The 

ig motor, unhidden as yet by a bonnet, 
hrobbed and jumped as though eager to 
lo its best, but there was trouble with the 

ling water and the cylinders began to 
eat, so that the full run was not made. 
[he Winton car was sent over for a 
econd double run, timed by Mr. Scott, 
nd attempts were made to remedy the 
trouble with the Mooers car, but without 
It was now near 8 o’clock and 
he ordinary traffic of the day was under 
ay, baker’s and milkmen’s wagons cross- 
he ng the road, and farm wagons and even 
great stone dray with towering derrick 
lrawn by four horses. traveling on the 
‘9 urse itself. 


ipparent 


success. 
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The Winton started for a third trial, 
timed by Mr. Morris, but stopped at Mer- 
rick. At about 8.30 the committee an- 
nounced that the trials over, and 
the cars started for the hotel. Here the 
committee refused to give out any times 
of the runs, but announced that Messrs. 
Owen and Mooers had been selected final- 


ly to complete the American team. 


were 


HARKNESS ABSENT AGAIN, 


The previous announcement of Mr. 
Matheson to the committee, that his two 
cars could not possibly be ready for sev- 
eral weeks after April 11 made the choice 
of these cars impossible. The Harkness 
car, of which so much has been said with- 
in the past week, was reported to have 
left Brooklyn during Sunday night, but 
did not appear on the course, so it was 
excluded from all consideration. The 
Winton car was to all appearances finished 
and complete, so that it was selected as a 
matter of course. While Mr. Mooers had 
his car on hand in obedience to the com- 
mands of the committee in what was be- 
lieved to be running condition, much of 
the work was but temporary, the radiators. 
the prime cause of the trouble, being only 
of the stock Peerless type. They consist 
of nine coils, about 20 feet in all, each 
made up of tubes of but 4% inch diameter. 
The car will now be shipped to. Cleveland 
and every effort will be made «to .perfect 
it in good season for the race. 


OWEN AND WINTON SAIL MAY 30. 


Messrs. Winton and Owen will sail from 
New York on the Campania on May 30, 
taking with them the two new cars, the 
old Bullet, of last year, and a touring car. 
They will thus have three weeks on the 
Irish roads before the race. Mr. Mooers 
will take the 40 horse power car as well 
as the larger one, in case the former may 
be needed. 

The trials as they stand have no tech- 
nical merit. Had more than two -com- 
petitors presented themselves, the speed 
trials on this course would doubtless have 
continued for several days; and it was also 
proposed to supplement them by a run of 
200 miles in the country, with a member 
of the committee on each car.. The course 
of events has made a true elimination 
trial unnecessary and relieved the com- 
mittee of a difficult task. 


York State Convention April 25. 
Special Correspondence. 

Syracuse, April 20—Hurlburt W. 
Smith, chairman of the committee to per- 
fect arrangements for the formation of the 
proposed New York State Association of 
Automobile Clubs, has sent out the: fol- 
lowing letter to all the clubs in the State: 

“You are hereby notified that a conven- 
tion of representatives of all automobile 
clubs in the State of New York will be 
held in the assembly room of the Yates 
Hotel, Saturday, April 25, at 8 P. M., for 
the purpose of organizing a State Auto- 
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mobile Association, the object of which 
was fully set forth in a 
mailed you March 20. Your organization, 
as therein stated, is requested to send one 
or more delegates to this convention.” 

Mr. Smith has letters from nearly all 
of the clubs stating that they will be rep- 
resented. 


communication 


WASHINGTON MOTORISTS OBJECT TO 
NUMBERING REGULATIONS. 


Special Correspondence. 

WASHINGTON, APRIL 18.—A meeting at- 
tended by a large number of motorists 
was held last Tuesday by the District 
Commissioners for the purpose of hear- 
ing objections and suggestions relative 
to a new set of regulations that had been 
drawn up for adoption. Many of the 
automobilists took occasion to express 
their disapproval of portions of the pro- 
prosed regulations. 

The first person to speak was E. M. 
Sunderland, secretary of the National 
Capital Automobile Club, who pointed’ 
out many things in the proposed regula- 
tions that would be distasteful to all 
motorists. He stated at the outset that 
in his opinion the existing regulations 
were ample and that there was hardly any 
necessity for any new ones. [le stated 
that he was opposed to any regulation 
that. would cause his machine to be “tag- 
ged” with a number, and also to having 
numbers placed on lamps. As a.compro- 
mise he would be willing to have his in- 
itials placed on his machine. 

Dr. Hasbrouck, one of the most. prom- 
inent local motorists, voiced’ the. senti- 
ment of many others present when he 
stated that he objected to having his pri- 
vate property numbered. It would be an 
outrage, he declared, for it would put a 
stripe on the owner, bran4ing him as a 
quasi-criminal before the public. 

A number of others entered various ob- 
jections to the proposed regulations. The 
[rovision making it compulsory to show 
a license to policemen when asked for it. 
was objectéd to on the ground that it 
would -suibject the owner of the license 
to endless annoyance at the hands of of- 
ficious policemen. Several dealers who 
were presented - pointed out - that if 
various portions of the regulations were 
enforced it would practically drive them 
out of business. 

A prominent attorney who is looking 
after the interests of the motorists in this 
matter pointed out to the Commissioners 
that it was doubtful whether they had 
zuthority to revoke an automobile license 
and thus deprive a man of the use of 
personal property. 

In the event that the Commissioners 
decide to put the proposed requiations 
into effect, the motorists will probably 
raise a fund to make a test case and thus 
bring the questions involved before the 
courts, carrying the case, ii necessary, to 
the United States Supreme Court. 
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Racing Clause in Doughty-Bailey Bill. 


Common Rights of Motor Car Drivers on the Highways of 
New York to be Bartered for the Privilege of 
Holding Road Races. 


In order to form a complete and correct 
opinion of what automobilists may do and 
may not do in the State of New York 
after the passage of the Doughty-Bailey 
bill, now near final enactment. at Albany, 
it is necessary to read it in conjunction 
with the highway law of 1890, and chap- 
ter 531 (the Doughty Automobile law) of 
the laws of 1901, to which it forms an 
amendment, but such close scrutiny may 
for the present be reserved for those le- 
gally inclined, as there are four lines at 
the end of section 1 of this latest legisla- 
tive production which will interest the 
public much more than all the rest, and go 
far to explain why a number of peculiar 
restrictive provisions contained in _ it 
passed muster before the motorists whose 
opinions were consulted by the legislators. 
Those who peruse the bill as reprinted 
herewith in extenso will readily discover 
that the four momentous lines referred to 
are the following: 

‘Nothing herein contained shall be 
construed as preventing a board of super- 
visors from setting aside for a given 
time a road for speed tests to be conducted 
under proper restrictions for the public 
safety.’’ 

With singular unanimity this brief pas- 
sage in the bill, which was rushed through 
the Assembly by Mr. Doughty and simul- 
taneously through the Senate by Mr. 
Bailey, has been allowed to escape notice 
and comment, while the daily press has 
bristled with wonderment at the facile 
acquiescence of the Automobile Club of 
America in some of the other clauses oi 
the bill, and even loyal members of this 
organization have risen in wrath to de- 
nounce the seemingly inexplicable slip of 
their leaders in failing to protect the in- 
terests of motorists in general. 

It seems indeed that information in re- 
gard to the autophobic passages in the 
measure was given freely and willingly to 
the press pending the progress of the bill 
in the Legislature, while nothing was said 
of the remarkable four lines which open 
the highways of New York for short and 
long distance road races galore in the 
future; and the impression was allowed 
to gain ground that the measure as a 
whole was hostile to motorists. As late 
as April 16 a communication was ad- 
dressed to a State Senator by Mr. Jeffer- 
son Seligman, treasurer of the club, com- 
plaining in strong terms of the hardships 
to which all owners of motor vehicles 
would be subject if the bill were passed, 
and another club member supplied the 
text of this letter to one of the New York 
dailies as proof that motorists generally 
were opposed to it and that it did not 


have the popular support of the club mem- 
bers, spite of the undeniable indorsement 
accorded it by the club’s president. 
Readers of THe AuTOMOBILE will have 
no difficulty in finding the objectionable 
clauses of which Mr. Seligman says that 
they would kill the automobile industry 
and make one-half of New York owners 
try to sell their machines. The motorist 
must not pass anything living at a higher 
rate of speed than eight miles per hour, 
ergo, if a horse-drawn vehicle moves faster 
than eight miles the motorists cannot law- 
fully pass it at all, but must stay behind 
it until its driver chooses to slacken down 
to five or six miles at most. Any good 
horseman will admit that the speed of an 
ordinary roadster is twelve miles an hour 
on the average. This is not a speedway 
gait, or any special effort to make fast 
time, and many good road horses will do 
much better. In fact a single horse or 
pair that cannot maintain this gait on a 
continuous run of twenty to thirty miles 
is not in the American road horse class. 
The motor car driver must stop his ma- 
chine and even his motor upon request by 
anybody in the road, and it is feared that 
the request would be made very frequently 
with or without due cause. He must not 
drive faster than eight miles within one- 
half mile of a post-office, if sign boards 
are put up to that effect, nor past a school- 
house or a church at times when children 
and worshippers, respectively, may be in 
attendance. Beyond this limit a speed of 
twenty miles may be indulged, unless “in 
the judgment of the authorities having 
control of such highway or highways, 
speed should be reduced.” By, this last 
proviso local option on the speed quest on 
seems to be again distinctly introduce. 
Also the penalties for violations are terri- 
fying to the motorist, less on account of 
their intrinsic severity than because he 
may never feel quite sure of being within 
the law unless he drives slower than eight 
miles per hour anywhere and everywhere. 
Amidst this maze of restrictive meas- 
ures, tempered only by the necessity for 
erecting sign boards before enforcement 
can be secured, those who own and drive 
automobiles look in vain for a redeeming 
feature inserted in their interest, until they 
discover the four lines referred to above 
and by means of which road racing may 
be legalized in the State of New York. 
In this they may be interested. In th’s 
they are interested, undoubtedly, if their 
motoring is mainly done in the spir't of 
sport, but nothing has been forthcoming 
to support the belief that the majority of 
motorists are willing to barter their rights 
to a reasonable and equitable use of the 
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highway all the year round for the privi- 
lege, however desirable it may be for 
technical and industrial reas ns, of racing at 
express train speed over these roads on 
one or two or ten days of the year. 

The secrecy which has been maintained 
in regard to this one provision for road 
races has probably served the purpose ad- 
mirably of temporarily staving off opposi- 
tion to the bill in its entirety, but most 
owners of moderate-speed cars and most 
manufacturers as well, would probably 
have preferred to have had this concession 
to one of the needs of the automobile 
movement (the need for occasional road 
races) discussed publicly rather than in 
star chamber sessions of a committee, so 
that it might have been thoroughly venti- 
lated whether it really is a concession to 
the sport or a concession to the everyday 
use of automobiles which is most highly 
desired in the State of New York. 


Text of the Bill. 


AN ACT 

TO AMEND THE HIGHWAY LAW, RELATIVE 
TO THE USE OF AUTOMOBILES OR MOTOR 
VEHICLES ON PUBLIC HIGHWAYS. 
The People of the State of New York, 
represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact 
as follows: 
Section 1. Section one hundred and 
sixty-three, of chapter five hundred and 
sixty-eight of the laws of eighteen hun- 
dred and ninety, entitled “An act in rela- 
tion to highways, constituting chapter 
nineteen of the general laws,” as amended 
by chapter five hundred and thirty-one of 
the laws of nineteen hundred and one is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 
Sec. 163. Entitled to free use of high- 
ways.—The commissioners, trustees, or 
other authorities having charge or contro] 
of any highway, public street, park, park- 
way, driveway or place, shall have no 
power or authority to pass, enforce or 
maintain any ordinance, rule or regulation, 
by which any person using a bicycle or 
tricycle, an automobile or motor vehicle, 
whether the same be propelled by steam, 
gasoline, electricity or other source of 
energy, shall. be excluded or prohibited 
from the free use of any highway, public 
street, avenue, roadway, driveway, park, 
parkway or place, at any time when the 
same is open to the free use of persons 
having and using other pleasure carriages, 
except upon such driveway, speedway or 
road as has been or may be expressly set 
apart by law for the exclusive use of 
horses and light carriages. The board of 
supervisors of any county may adopt or- 
dinances, not inconsistent herewith, regu- 
lating the speed of automobiles or motor 
vehicles on the country roads, highway or 
streets of such county, outside the limits 
of cities. 
[No ordinance, rule or regulation adopt- 
ed by the authorities of any municipality 
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} pursuance of this section or of any 
ther law, shall require an automobile or 
iotor vehicle to travel at a slower rate of 
peed than eight miles per hour, within 
iny city, town or village of the State in 
the built up portion thereof, nor at a 
slower speed than fifteen miles per hour 
vhere the same are not built up.] No or- 
linance, rule or regulation adopted by the 
.uthorities of any city, in pursuance of this 
section, or of any other law, shall require 
n automobile or motor vehicle to travel 
it a slower rate than eight miles per hour 
within the closely built up portions of such 
city, nor at a slower rate of speed than fif- 
teen miles per hour where the houses in 
such city upon any highway are more than 
one hundred feet apart. No ordinance, 
rule or regulation adopted by the authori- 
ties of any municipality, in pursuance of 
this section, or of any other law, shall 
require an automobile or motor vehicle to 
travel at a slower rate of speed than twenty 
miles per hour within any town or village 
outside of the territory within which the 
speed is restricted by the latter part of 
this section. An ordinance adopted by a 
board of supervisors in pursuance of this 
section, regulating the rate of speed of 
automobiles or motor vehicles on the high- 
ways or streets of such county outside of 
cities shall supersede any such ordinance 
in such county adopted by the authorities 
of a town, or village. But nothing herein 
shall prevent the passage, enforcement or 
maintenance of any regulation, ordinance 
or rule, regulating the use of bicycles or 
tricycles in highways, public streets, drive- 
ways, parkways and places, or the regula- 
tion of the speed of carriages, vehicles, 
engines, automobiles or other motor ve- 
hicles in public parks and upon parkways 
and driveways in the city of New York, 
under the exclusive jurisdiction and con- 
trol of the department of parks of said 
city nor prevent any such commissioners, 
trustees or other authorities in any other 
city from regulating the speed of any ve- 
hicles herein described in such manner as 
to limit and determine the proper rate of 
speed with which such vehicles may be pro- 
pelled, nor in suth manner as to require, 
direct or prohibit the use of bells, lamps 
and other appurtenances, nor to prohibit 
the use of any vehicle upon that part of the 
highway, street or parkway, commonly 
known as the footpath or sidewalk. No 
automobile or motor vehicle propelled by 
steam, gasoline, electricity or other source 
of energy shall pass a person driving a 
horse or horses, or other domestic animal, 
or foot passengers walking in the roadway 
of the highway, or cross an intersecting 
main highway, at a greater rate of speed 
than eight miles per hour, nor pass a pub- 
lic school, on the days when school is held, 
between the hours of 8 o'clock ante-meri- 
dian and 4 o’clock post-meridian, or pass 
a building of public worship on the Sab- 
bath day during the usual hours of ser- 
vice at a greater rate of speed than ten 
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miles per hour, or cross a dam or cause- 
way where the traveled portion of the 
roadbed is less than twenty feet wide, at 
a greater rate of speed than four miles 
per hour. No automobile or motor ve 
hicle propelled by steam, gasoline, elec- 
tricity or other source of energy shall run 
upon any highway of this State within a 
distance of one-half mile of any post-of- 
fice of this State at a greater rate of 
speed than eight miles per hour, if the 
local authorities having control of the 
highway or highways within such distance 
indicate by an appropriate sign on the side 
of any highway upon which speed is to be 
regulated that speed is to be reduced to 
the rate of eight miles per hour. Upon 
such sign there shall appear clearly the 
words “Slow down to eight miles,” and 
also an arrow pointing in the direction 
where the speed is to be reduced, pro- 
vided, however, that if the territory be- 
yond the said limit of one-half mile of any 
post-office. is built up to such an extent 
that in the judgment of the authorities 
having control of such highway or high- 
ways speed should be reduced beyond such 
half-mile limit of the post-office that then, 
in such case, the authorities having charge 
of such highway or highways may erect 
such sign posts at a greater distance than 
one-half mile of such post-office and at 
the limits of such built up portion of the 
highway, and thereupon no such automobile 
shall run within such distance thus estab- 
lished at a rate of speed in excess of eight 
miles per hour. Nothing herein contained 
shall be construed as preventing a board 
of supervisors from setting aside for a 
given time a road for speed tests to be 
conducted under proper restrictions for 
the public safety. 

Sec. 2. Section one hundred and sixty- 
six of said chapter as amended by chapter 
five hundred and thirty-one of the laws oi 
nineteen hundred and one is_ hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 166. Registration by owners of 
automobiles.—Every owner of an automo- 
bile or motor vehicle shall, within thirty 
days after the amendment to this section 
takes effect, file in the office of the Sec- 
retary of State a statement containing [of] 
his name and address, with a brief descrip- 
tion of the character of such vehicle, in- 
cluding the name of the maker and the 
number of the motor vehicle, and shall 
pay to the Secretary of State a registra- 
tion fee of one dollar, for each motor 
vehicle. The Secretary of State shall issue 
to such person a certificate, properly num- 
bered, stating that such owner is [he has] 
registered ia accordance with this sectio., 
and shall cause the names of such [per- 
sons; owner, with his address, the number 
oi his certificate and a description of such 
motor vehicle, to be entered in alphabeti- 
cal order in a book kept for such purpose. 
Every person hereafter acquiring an auto- 
mobile or motor vehicle shall, within ten 
days after acquiring the same, register 
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with the Secretary of State as required by 
this section. This section shall not apply 
to a person manufacturing or dealing in 
automobiles or motor vehicles, except 
those for his own private use, and except 
those hired out. The Secretary of State 
shall number the certificates which he has 
heretofore issued in the order in which 
they have been issued, and upon reques* 
of the holder of any such certificate, shall, 
without further fee, stamp thereon the 
number of the same or issue a duplicate 
showing such number. Every person de 
siring to operate an automobile as me- 
chanic, employee, or for hire, shall, 
within thirty days after the amendment to 
this section takes effect, file in the office 
of the Secretary of State a statement giv- 
ing his name and address, and also a de- 
scription of the character of the machine 
which he is enabled to operate, and shall 
pay to the Secretary of State a registra- 
tion fee of one dollar. The Secretary of 
State shall issue to such person an opera- 
tor’s certificate, properly numbered, stat- 
ing that such person is registered in ac 
cordance with this section, and shall cause 
the name of such person, with the number 
of his certificate, to be entered in alpha- 
betical order in a book kept for such pur- 
pose. Every person acquiring such a cer- 
tificate shall, at all times, when operating 
an automobile, carry such certificate with 
him. 

Sec. 3. Section one hundred and sixty- 
nine of said chapter as amended by chap- 
ter five hundred and thirty-one of the laws 
of nineteen hundred and one is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 169. Stop automobile on signal.— 
Every person driving an automobile or 
motor vehicle shall at request or signal by 
putting up the hand, from a person driv- 
ing or riding a restive horse or horses, 
or driving domestic animals, cause the 
automobile to immediately stop and to re- 
main stationary, and upon request shall 
cause the engine of such automobile to 
cease running so long as may be neces- 
sary to allow said horses or domestic ani- 
mals to pass. This provision shall apply 
to automobiles going either in the same 
or in an opposite direction, 

Sec. 4. Section one hundred and sixty- 
nine-a of said chapter as amended by 
chapter five hundred and thirty-one of the 
laws of nineteen hundred and one is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 169a. ‘Licenses or permits for auto- 
mobiles.—Any person owning or operat- 
ing an automobile or motor vehicle, 
whether the motive power of the same be 
electricity, steam, gasoline, or other 
source of energy, except such as are used 
for public hacks, trucks or other vehicles 
for hire, shall not be required to obtain 
any license or permit pursuant to the pro- 
visions of any local or municipal resolu- 
tion or ordinance, or the rules or regula- 
tions of any commissioners, trustees, su- 
pervisors or other authorities having 
charge or control of any highway, public 
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street, parkway, driveway or place, or pur- 
suant to the provisions of any municipal 
charter or any other statute, except as 
herein contained. Every such automobile 
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three or sections one hundred and sixty- 
six to one hundred and sixty-nine-a, both 
inclusive, or for violating any ordinance, 
rule or regulation adopted by the authori- 
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or motor vehicle shall have [the separate 
initials of the owner’s name] the number 
of the certificate issued under section one 
hundred and sixty-six by the Secretary of 
State, placed upon the back thereof in a 
conspicuous place [the letters forming 
such initials to be at least three inches in 
height] so as to be plainly visible, the 
numbers to be Arabic numerals black on 
not less than three 
inches in height and each stroke to be of 
a width not less than half an inch. A per- 
son who shall operate or run any automo- 
bile, or motor vehicle upon any highway, 
public street, park, parkway, driveway or 
place, without a certificare first had and 
obtained as herein provided, or being the 
holder of such a certificate shall refuse to 
exhibit the same on demand to any peace 
officer, shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and upon conviction thereof shall 
be punishable as provided in section one 
hundred and sixty-nine-b, and any person 
who shall violate any of the provisions of 
this of any speed ordinance 
adopted pursuant hereto, upon conviction 
thereof, shall, in addition to the penalties 
provided in section one hundred and sixty 
nine-b, be further punished for a first of- 
fence by 


white ground, each 


Statute or 


a suspension of his right to run 
an automobile for a period of not less than 
two weeks, for a second offence by a sus- 
pension of his said right for a period of 
one month, and for a third offence by a re- 
vocation of his said right. A person con- 
victed four times of violating a speed or- 
dinance or ordinances shall thereafter be 
disqualified and barred from receiving a 
license certificate. 

Sec. 
nine-b of 


5. Section one hundred and sixty- 
said chapter as amended by 
chapter five hundred and thirty-one of the 
laws of nineteen hundred and one is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 169-b. Penalties.—The violation of 
[penalty for violating] any of the pro- 
visions of section one hundred and sixty- 
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mobiles or motor vehicles, propelled by 
electricity, steam, gasoline or other source 
of energy [shall be not exceeding twenty- 
five dollars] shall be deemed a misde- 
meanor punishable by a fine not exceeding 
fifty dollars for the first offence, and pun- 
ishable by a fine not less than fifty dollars 
nor exceeding one hundred dollars or im- 
prisonment not exceeding thirty days or 
both for a second offence, and punishable 
by imprisonment, or by imprisonment not 
exceeding thirty days and by a fine not 
less than one hundred doilars nor exceed- 
ing two hundred and fifty dollars for a 
third or subsequent offence. 

Sec. 6. All acts or parts of acts regulat- 
ing the speed of motor vehicles, inconsis- 
tent herewith, are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 7. This act shall take effect imme- 
diately. 


AUTOMOBILE FESTIVAL FORTNIGHT 
AT NICE. 


Gay as it had been the intention to make 
the two-weeks’ automobile festival clos- 
ing the winter season at Nice and Monte 
Carlo on the Riviera, in France, the death 
of Count Zborowski on the La Turbie hill- 
climbing course hung as a pall over all 
the festive arrangéments and turned the 
occasion into a merely perfunctory enact- 
ment of the brilliant programme. The 
speed trials on the Promenade des Anglais— 
the Atlantic City board walk of the Old 
World—were tame and spiritless, failing 
to secure the acclaim from the multitudes 
and the attention in the press to which the 
character of the new machines would or- 
dinarily have entitled them. There for 
the first time was displayed the Gobron- 
Brillié 120 horse power machine which is 
shown in the accompanying illustration, 
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ties of any municipality, or the commis- 
sioners, trustees, or other authorities of 
any parkway or driveway, relating to auto- 


120-H.P. RACING MACHINE AT NICE, 


and in which not only the high power is 
of interest, but also the design of the 
motor, the latter being considered the 
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st balanced and most nearly vibration- 
ss of all automibile engines, besides be- 
y specially adapted for the use of alcohol 
fuel. In the ordinary Gobron-Brillié 
r this engine has two cylinders, with 
ur pistons; the car shown at Nice was 
pelled by a battery of two of these en- 
nes, the entire motor having thus four 
ylinders and eight pistons. The system 
may be described as follows: “In two 
ertical cylinders, open at both ends, four 
pistons coupled to the motor shaft in pairs 
are driven from a central explosive cham- 
ber in opposite directions, one pair up- 
ward and the other pair downward. The 
-onnection rods of the lower pistons act 
lirectly, in the usual manner, on the crank 
pins of the motor shaft, while the piston 
rods extending upward from the upper pis- 
tons are yoked together and are connected 
with the motor shaft by long connecting 
rods, similar to what was known as side- 
levers in old-fashioned steam engines, act- 
ing on crankpins 180 degrees off from the 
crankpins for the lower pistons. The 
stroke of the upper pistons is reduced to 
offset the effect of their weight.” 


In the reports which have so far come 
to hand no victory for the Gobron-Brillié 
car is recorded, however, but, as was ex- 
pected, the Serpollet steam car shown 
herewith in illustration and known as Lé 
Torpilleur or Fant6éme Blanc (white 
ghost), won the first Henri de Rothschild 
cup for the fastest kilometer on the Prom- 
enade, making the time of 29 seconds 19 
one hundredths, driven by Leon Serpollet 
himself. The second Rothschild cup, also 
for the kilometer, was won by Hierony- 
mus on one of the 1903 Mercedes racing 
cars in 31 seconds 76 one hundredths. The 
new Mors timing apparatus, which notes 
hundredth parts of seconds, was here 
used for the first time in its most modern 
form, by which time at the start and at 
the pole is marked on a tape divided into 
spaces sufficiently long to permit direct 
observation of the minutest time fraction. 


On this occasion the following mile 
records were made: For heavy cars, 
Braun, on a Mercedes, 1m. 3s. 72; for 
light cars, Baras on a Darracq, 1m. 8s. 2; 
for motor bicycles, Genty, on a Griffon, 
Im. 16s. 95. 

In the La Turbie contest over La Cor- 
niche road, where Zborowski was killed, 
the best time was made by Hieronymus 
on a Mercedes car. He covered the dis- 
tance of 15 1-2 kilometers of varying 
grades, rising as high as 11 per cent., ine 
14m. 26s., representing a speed of 70 kilo- 
meters per hour. By way of comparison, 
the records in the La Turbie contest last 
vear were: Heavy cars, Mercedes, 16m. 
37 3-5s.; light cars, Gabriel, with a Dar- 
racq car, 15m. 46s.; motor bicycles, Will- 
iams, on a Clement, 22m. 2 4-5s. 

An appeal for a charter has been made 
to the Philadelphia Common Pleas Court 
by the Belmont Automobile Club. 
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SECRECY BAD POLICY. 

At a time when a new and important 
factor in civilization is introduced it is 
usually considered advisable to debate 
from all view points its effects upon exist- 
ing conditions, before decisive steps are 
taken for its furtherance, repression or 
regulation. To avoid publicity for the dis- 
cussions preceding important steps, or to 
curtail the free exchange of opinion by 
which such steps should be guided, is 
justly looked upon as an indication of a 
weak cause in which mercenary or wilful 
motives are seeking the advancement of 
private schemes or the indulgence of per- 
sonal ambitions or whims. 

Yet methods which smack of the olden 
days when the “benevolent despot” arro- 
gated to himself exclusive insight as to 
what would be “good for the people,” 
seem to be rampant whenever a new and 
important step is to be taken in the State 
of New York with regard to the use of 
motor vehicles, and this although it must 
be perfectly plain that the use or non-use, 
good use or bad use of automobiles will 
determine and modify the whole life of our 
streets and roads according to the meas- 
ures taken at the present time and will 
affect this life—which in itself constitutes 
no small or insignificant portion of life in 
general—more radically than any innova- 
tion offered mankind since a nomadic ex- 
istence was abandoned thousands of years 
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ago, and the first wagon road was bui!t 
in Mesopotamia. 

If any one or a few persons imagine 
that no open discussion is necessary for 
arriving at final conclusions in regard to 
the proper place of this enormously im- 
portant new factor in civilization—the 
motor vehicle—such persons must either 
ridiculously underrate the problem which 
they have in hand or ludicrously overrate 
the importance of their own opinions in 
regard to it, or, finally, they may have 
selfish purposes to carry out in contra- 
vention of contrary opinions and desires 
by others who are equally entitled to con- 
sideration. 

These reflections have been prompted 
by certain proceedings recently observed 
with regard to the Doughty-Bailey bill 
in the Legislature at Albany, and the pre- 
paratory speed trials for the candidates 
for Gordon Bennett Cup honors. In both 
cases the methods followed have been 
marked by a secretiveness from which the 
public at large can have received no other 
impression than of a force working in the 
dark, because its aims will not bear the 
light of day and will not endure the scru- 
tiny of public debate. 

In the case of the speed trials it may be 
admitted that there were financial reasons 
for avoiding a throng of sightseers, inas- 
much as the expense of guarding the road 
might have been greater if thousands had 
flocked to the roadside where the trials 
were held, but it seems nevertheless de- 
plorable that those in charge of the ar- 
rangements—being the leading club of the 
United States—would not rather shoulder 
such increased expenditure than consent 
to arouse the enmity and ridicule of the 
entire daily press in New York by allow- 
ing childish considerations to interfere 
with a proper and open course. 

Even if some measure of secrecy was 
considered desirable the club officials could 
have taken the press into their confidence, 
asking only that no publicity be given the 
proposed trials until they had been made. 
The honorable methods of the great 
American daily press in such matters are 
not open to question by any club or set of 
individuals. It is the custom, for example, 
to furnish the press with copies of the 
President’s message long before this State 
paper is read in Congress. It could 
hardly be argued, even by the most ego- 
tistical, that any club purpose could com- 


‘ pare in public importance with the con- 


tents of the messages of the President of 
the United States which are in type days 
before appearance in the newspapers. 

If the competitors for cup racing honors 
were not ready for the trials these should 
have been postponed. If the authorities 
of Nassau County felt dubious of their 
legal right to grant the permission ‘for 
racing over the highways, another locality 
should have been found or they should 
have been persuaded to take a bolder view, 
as in fact they were persuaded later by the 
mere accident of rainy weather on the first 


April 25, 1903. 


morning. Through this accident the whole 
secret was exploded and nothing remained 
of it but a distinct public impression of 
littleness in the conceptions of those who 
had considered this secrecy so all-essen- 
tial. And after all no extra expenditures 
were incurred for guarding the road, 
though the secret was out. It seems a 
pity that the American participation in 
the international race should be belittled 
in advance so unnecessarily. 

In the Doughty-Bailey bill proceedings, 
which are of infinitely greater importance 
to the public at large, a fallacious and per- 
nicious attitude is even more clearly indi- 
cated. The unreasonable provisions of 
this bill, reprinted in full on another page 
of this issue, have come to be known only 
very recently after the bill had been al- 
lowed to pass its third reading in Senate 
and Assembly both, and their import has 
come as a surprise of the most peculiar 
kind, not only to the public, who would 
have allowed motor vehicle users more 
discretion than vouchsafed them in this 
venomous act, but even to those most in- 
timately associated with the automobile 
movement and industry and to persons 
who are vitally connected with past prog- 
ress in this industry and fully entitled to 
be consulted in every important step that 
affects it. It appears that extraordinary 
power has been delegated upon a too- 
limited number of persons by the organi- 
zations representing automobilism, and 
that these persons have been swayed 
partly by the difficulty of their task and 
partly by certain idiosyncracies in their 
own personal views, so as to induce them 
to accept a trifling concession to the lat- 
ter as equivalent to a rich compensation 
to motorists in general for the injustice 
to all of the bill as a whole. It is pre- 
cisely this weakness of human nature 
toward pet ideas and the inclination of the 
isolated individual toward following the 
easiest rather than the most judicious 
course, which has discredited the theory of 
government by individual rather than col- 
lective intelligence, and has brought into 
merited disrepute all continued reliance in 
the integrity of the reasoning powers of 
any one person when the interests of 
multitudes are at stake. 

Too great impatience for results in auto- 
mobile legislation may be responsible for 
the poor statutes which have so far been 
enacted in the United States. Bills are 
drafted in a temper, discussed in a spirit 
of war between two factions of society and 
enacted as a truce from which war may 
break out again at almost any time, just 
as if chaos would exist were no special 
statutes passed on the subject at all. And 
yet it has been repeatedly asserted by 
judges of courts of appeal that the com- 
mon principles of law and equity are in 
themselves sufficient to safeguard the 
rights of any citizen in all cases of serious 
transgressions by motorists, and that no 
special statute can do more than to spe- 
cialize rights and duties of which it is as 
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too early to attempt a close definition. 
th this in mind it seems that there 
ould always be time for an open and 
eral discussion of any proposed legis- 
ve measure in all its details, and never 
oceasion for accepting an unworthy 
mpromise by which the cause of auto- 
»bilism, which rightly seen is the cause 
the whole people, may be prejudiced 
| nipped in the bud. 
~~ +> 
THE BURDEN OF ENTERPRISE. 

Grateful acknowledgment of services 
rendered the automobile cause is due, in a 
greater measure than is probably gener- 
ally realized, to the enterprising manufac- 
turers who have placed their time and 
money in the breach to advance the pres- 
ige of this country by participating in the 
international cup races to be held in Ire- 
land July 2, and also to the authorities of 
Nassau County, L. I., who met the desires 
of the Automobile Club of America by 
facilitating the speed trials for the selec 
tion of the candidates. The Winton Com- 
pany and the Peerless Company, of Cleve- 
land, and the Matheson Company, of 
Grand Rapids, as well as Mr. Harkness, 
oi Brooklyn, have all taken upon them- 
selves a vast amount of labor which is cer- 
tain to result in a greatly increased popu- 
lar interest in automobile matters through- 
out this season, and from which, on the 
other hand, they individually can hardly 
hope to receive adequate returns in a 
financial “Sense. Long distance road rac- 
ing has been so exclusively European, 
whether considered in the light of sport or 
as the severest test of durability of ma- 
chines and of skill in operation, that the 
problems involved in building American 
cars fit to enter in such contests, at ex- 
tremely short notice at that, called for 
resoluteness of a high order and aw 
amount of energy and perseverance in de- 
signing and execution which have never 
before been called in requisition in this 
country. By the fate which governs things 
wisely when something is left to chance 
the Matheson car and the Harkness car, 
though not destined to represent this 
country in Ireland, are yet not excluded 
from European honors, for the Harkness 
car is to start as No. 9 in the Paris-Mad- 
rid race on May 24, and no less than three 
\latheson cars have been entered for the 
same event. So Scripture may be again 
ulfilled, that those who were last shall 

ecome the first. Being too late for con- 
sideration on Long Island, it is sincerely 

ped that they will cover themselves with 
icing glory in the crossing of the Py- 
nees, before their rivals at home have 
en had a chance to become familiar with 
e Irish triply-to-be-traveled route. 








The Doughty-Bailey anti-automobile bill 
assed the Assembly at Albany, N. Y., on 
\pril 22d, by a vote of 86 to 30. The bill 
iow goes to Governor Odell for signa- 
re, 
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New Rules for Commercial Vehicle Contest. 


A pamphlet has been printed for the 
Automobile Club of America containing 
the final rules for the commercial vehicle 
contest to be held in New York city on 
May 20 and 21. The classification, ac- 
cording to the new rules, is solely on the 
basis of dead load carried, each class 
comprising vehicles of all three power 
types—electric, steam and gasoline. Other 
important provisions are the following: 


“Electric vehicles shall be allowed one 





Gorden Bennett Race Preparations. 

Preparations for the great Gordon Ben- 
nett cup race go on apace, not only in the 
works of the builders of competing cars, 
but among the clubs interested and in the 
locality in which the race will take place. 
Improvements in the road surface and 
plans for the most thorough policing of 
the course are engaging the active atten- 
tion of the respective authorities in Ire- 
land. Some criticisms of the course have 
been made by Chevalier Réné de Knyff, 
the French driver who went ‘over the 
route lately. In his opinion 70 per cent. 
of the circuit is over good roads and 30 
per cent. over poor roads, and ‘about 40 
per cent. of the course is not wide enough, 
for passing. While this is doubtless the 
condition at this time, it is fair to as- 
sume that before the day of the race a 
much larger percentage of the road sur- 
face will have been put in excellent condi- 
tion. At any ,rate it is not easy to find 
a course in any country that can be used 
for such an event and that is ideal, and 
the course will be no worse for one com- 
petitor than for the others. If the usual 
Irish weather prevails the roads should 
not be as dusty as those on other speed 
courses, as rain is not uncommon in Ire- 
land, and long dry spells such as we are 
accustomed to in many parts of America 
are unusual. In the South of Ireland it is 
a local saying that it rains thirteen months 
in the year. 

The difficulties of the course, which in 
places prohibit the highest speeds, will be 
rather in favor of our own team than 
otherwise. Our representatives will en- 
ter the race with less experience in road 
racing at the highest speeds than those of 
any of the other competing nations. 

It is not unlikely that the most serious 
drawback so far as Americans are con- 
cerned will be the inadequate hotel facili- 
ties. Even in the Irish capital, Dublin, 
these are limited, and on such special oc- 
casions as the famous annual Irish horse 
show are taxed to the limit. In July, when 
motorists from four different nations will 
make a descent on the little island some 
one will likely have to lay down to rest 
on that old standby of the hotel keeper, 
the billiard table. In the provinces the 
conditions are much worse. At the Cur- 


stop for recharging batteries, the time of 
such stop and the amount of current taken 
to be recorded against the vehicle.” 

“Time taken by steam and gasoline ve- 
hicles for replenishing water and gasoline 
supply will be charged against the ve- 
hicle.” : 

“Each vehicle must carry a dead load 
of at least 50 per cent. of its own weight 
with all supplies on board in addition to 
the driver and observer.” 


ragh, an immense grass-grown plain near 
Kildare, there is a great military camp, 
and it may be that the army authorities 
will be in a position to provide shelter 
ior some of those who will be in the 
vicinity at the time of the race. There is 
room enough at the camp for a large sized 
canvas town, and camping out would add 
much to the interest of the occasion. 

Many cups and prizes have already been 
donated for contests during* the Irish 
Automobile Fortnight, and a Dublin firm 
of Silversmiths has applied for permission 
to place the Gordon Bennett trophy on 
view, so that the contestants may have a 
chance to feast their eyes on it before go- 
ing out to “lift” it. 


New York Dealers Organized. 
The New York Automobile Trade As- 


sociation was formally launched at a meet- 
ing of local agents and dealers held in 
New York city last week. The meeting 
was well attended and George B. Adams 
acted as chairman. After the by-laws 
were adopted fifteen members were named 
on a committee to elect officers from 
among their number and report at a meet- 
ing to be held this week. It was decided 
that individuals may join the association, 
but only one person may represent any 
company. The matter of commissions to 
professional operators is to be taken up 
for settlement by the association, which 
also has as its principal objects the regu- 
lation of charges for storing and repair- 
ing automobiles, and the prices of sup 
plies, and the discussion and amicable set- 
tlement of important questions affecting 
the retail trade in general. 


George Day Assumes New Duties. 

George H. Day resigned the presidency 
of the Electric Vehicle Co., of Hartford, 
Conn., last week, to become general man- 
ager of the recently organized Associa- 
tion of Licensed Automobile Manufactur- 
ers, whose members are to continue the 
manufacture of gasoline automobiles un- 
der the Selden patent rights granted by 
the Electric Vehicle Co. Mr. Day is suc- 
ceeded in his former position by Milton J. 
Budlong, previously vice-president of the 
company and present president of the N. A. 
A. M. 
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NUMBERING AGITATION REAWAKENED 
IN CHICAGO. 


Spectal Correspondence. 

Cuicaco, April 20.—The five-inch num- 
ber bugaboo of Chicago automobilists, 
lulled to sleep by a banquet given the Al- 
dermen by members of the Chicago Auto- 
mobile Club during the Coliseum show, 
has been awakened by a regulation passed 
by the South Park Commissioners, which 
provides a fine of $100 for the driver of a 
car that does not display the number of 
his license in figures five inches high on 
the “front and back” of his machine while 
traveling on the. boulevards under the 
board’s jurisdiction. 

As the board is an independent body of 
lawmakers, and has full police powers 
over Michigan, Grand, Garfield and the 
Midway boulevards, in every way the best 
for automobile driving in the city, it seems 
likely that the cars of Chicago owners will 
have to be disfigured with the distasteful 
signs whether the city council remains 
lenient or not. 

Several years ago the same board passed 
an ordinance prohibiting the use of auto- 
mobiles on its boulevards, but a firm of 
automobile dealers got out an injunction 
against the rule and that was the last 
heard of it. 

The automobile club has not taken ac- 
tion on the latest move of the board, but 
its stand against the ordinance passed by 
the council and vetoed by Mayor Harri- 
son was so determined, and its disapproval 
of another ordinance providing for smaller 
signs, favored by Honore Palmer, then 
president of the club, was'so marked (it 
will be remembered that Mr. Palmer re- 
signed the presidency) that it is probable 
the South Park rule will be fought to the 
finish. 

Meanwhile, however, it seems probable 
that the council will pass a numbering 
measure to be enforced everywhere in the 
city. Mayor Harrison to-day expressed 
himself as being in favor of such an or- 
dinance, if the signs called for are not too 
large. 

“The ordinance framed by Mr. Palmer,’ 
he said, “was simply allowed to slumber in 
committee. I am in favor of it by all 
means. The Aldermen went to a dinner 
given by the automobile men and had a 
good time. They eased up on the ordi- 
nance until it was too late to pass it be- 
fore the election. I think it will be 
passed,” 

CHIVALRY IN MOTORING. 


, 


A new rule in ethics for gentlemen 
motorists was made last week by A. C. 
Banker, a local automobile dealer. A. C. 
Foster, president of the South Park Board, 
complained to the Automobile Club that 
Mr. Banker had refused to stop at the 
request of a policeman when driving down 
Michigan Avenue faster than the speed 
limit. 

Mr. Banker replied: “No gentleman 
who has a lady with him should stop his 
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automobile at a policeman’s order.” 

The Automobile Club accepted his ex- 
planation. Mr. Banker elaborated it by 
declaring that the Harrison Street police 
station, where violators of the speed ordi- 
nance are taken, is not a suitable place for 
ladies. “Besides,” he said, “policemen are 
so accustomed to arresting criminals that 
their language when arresting peaceable 
citizens is likely to jar on the nerves.” He 
declared that he hadn’t violated the speed 
ordinance anyhow. 


New Home of Long Island Club. 

An informal opening of new club rooms 
at 32 Hanson Place, Brooklyn, was held 
by the Long Island Automobile Club on 
April 16, when 200 invited guests assem- 
bled in the cosy quarters and enjoyed the 
hospitality of the members of the club. 
The occasion was an informal one and an 
atmosphere of general good fellowship 
pervaded the assemblage. Many of the 
wives of members were present, and ex- 
pressed much admiration for the comfort- 
able and cheerful arrangement and fur- 
nishings. The building was formerly oc- 
cupied as an automobile repair station, but 
was taken over by the house committee of 
the club about a month ago, which had the 
rooms finished in Flemish oak panel 
wainscoting with a frieze of maroon and 
white ceilings. In the reception room is 
an old fashioned fireplace and ingle nook. 
A completely appointed kitchen and din- 
ing room furnish every accommodation for 
such members as may wish to take meals 
in the rooms, and there is a club garage 
on the ground floor where twenty-five 
machines can be stored simultaneously. 
An expert is employed by the club to take 
charge of the repair room. 

The Long Island Club was the first to 
be organized in the metropolitan district, 
and is the third oldest club in the country, 
being antedated only by the Boston and 
Chicago clubs. The house committee, to 
which the credit is given for the choice and 
furnishing of the new home, consists of F. 
G. Webb, Edwin Melvin and Frank E. 
Evans. 


California Club’s Opening Run April 19. 
Special Correspondence. 

CALIFORNIA, APRIL 14.—The Automo- 
bile Club of California set its first run of 
the present season for Sunday, April 12, 
but, learning that this was Easter Sunday, 
postponed it until April 19. Vice-Presi- 
dent E. Courtney Ford was appointed 
captain of the run, but, as he will not be 
in San Francisco on that day, another well 
known member will set the pace and con- 
trol the automobilists. The San Fran- 
cisco members will take the 9 A. M. 
Creek boat to Oakland, on the east side 
of San Francisco Bay, where they will be 
joined by machines from Oakland, Ala- 
meda, Berkeley and neighboring places. 
They will run out as far as Haywards, 
about twenty miles, where they will lunch. 
The San Francisco automobilists will re- 
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turn to the city by the 4 P. M. Creek boai. 
The club directors propose to hold one 
regular all-day outing, and a night run 
during full moon, each month of the 
season. 


Park Club of Buffalo Incorporated. 
Special Correspondence. 

BurFraLo, April 18.—Certificate of in- 
corporation of the Park Club, composed 
of Buffalo’s society set and automobile en- 
thusiasts, were recorded in Buffalo last 
week. There were 150 applicants for 
membership, of which 104 have been 
elected. The remainder will be acted upon 
by the membership committee. The meet- 
ing was held in the rooms of the Buffalo 
Club. The committee on estimates pre- 
sented a detailed report regarding the 
Women’s Building, on the Pan-American 
grounds, which is to be bought as a home 
for the new club. The Rumsey estate 
will lease the land. The club will hold 
weekly runs and have a big parade this 
summer. 


Decree Against Smith & Mabley. 

A decree enjoining Smith & Mabley 
from selling in this country foreign gaso- 
line automobiles, and the Charron, Girar- 
dot & Voigt Co., of America, from manu- 
facturing copies of the C. G. & V. ma- 
chines in the United States, that infringe 
the Selden patent, has been allowed to be 
entered in the suit brought against Smith 
& Mabley by the Electric Vehicle Co., 
owners of the patent. This is the result 
of an amicable settlement whereby Smith 
& Mabley become members of the Asso- 
ciation of Licensed Automobile Manufac- 
turers and all litigation is ended, the firm 
admitting infringement and agreeing to 
pay royalty to the association. 


May 30 Race Meet on Empire Track. 

A combined bicycle, motor cycle and 
automobile race meet is being arranged 
for Decoration Day at the Empire City 
race track, at Yonkers, N. Y. The events 
of first interest to automobilists are a 


proposed match race between L. P. 
Mooers, in his cup racer, and any one who 
will meet him in a fifteen or twenty-five- 
mile race; two open automobile races, and 
a match race between Albert Champion 
and Oscar Hedstrom on Clement and In- 
dian motor bicycles respectively. 
A joint committee to deal with the 
troublesome chauffeur question has been 
formed by the National Association ot 
Automobile Manufacturers, the Automoe- 
bile Club of America and the American 
Automobile Association. These organiza- 
tions have named from among their mem- 
bers Paul Deming, E. B. Gallaher, F. M. 
Lande, George F. Chamberlain, Dave H. 
Morris and Clarence M. Hamilton as a 
working committee in which the trade 
element is in the minority. A meeting of 
the committee was to be held this week. 





